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From Madrid to Seville, Spain offers a rich backdrop and plenty of inspiration 
for the creation of exquisite jewellery. Jamie Khoo speaks to the designers of 

Carrera y Carrera about European history, artistic madness and gold

A GOLDEN Age

Entrance to Seville 
Cathedral

Seville, in the southern region of Andalucia in Spain, 
enthralls every visitor who walks between its 
buildings and across its parks. The city flourished 
following Christopher Columbus’s expedition to the 
Americas in the late 15th century, serving as a port 
that saw thriving trade with Spanish colonies in the 

Americas and Asia. The world converged here, and these global 
influences are still very much alive in Spain today. 

As the city prospered financially, so too did its arts and 
architecture. Today, Seville still bears the cultural imprints 
of the Romans, Jews and Muslims within its walls and 
continues to draw visitors from around the world. 

It also serves as a repository of inspiration 
for contemporary local artisans. The designers of 
Madrid jeweller Carrera y Carrera have drawn 
inspiration from Seville for several collections, 
including the recent Seda Imperial, which was 
shaped by Manila shawls. 

“Seda Imperial is a mix of cultures from Spain and 

Asia,” says Marisa Gómez, one of the house’s six designers. “In 
the 15th and 16th centuries, Seville traded silk with the Philippines 
and brought this special handcrafted fabric to Spain. These were 
Manila shawls, one of the most expensive garments a Spanish lady 
can wear.”

This collection is just one example of many ways the brand 
celebrates Spain’s history, culture and landscapes. Other pieces 
from Tesoros des Imperial are modelled after Spanish royalty 
of the Golden Age; Música is a visual interpretation of Spanish 

music and flamenco; and Gardenias is a romantic collection 
shaped after the popular Spanish flower. For a personal 

touch, Carrera y Carrera pieces are imbued with 
the feisty Spanish spirit of their creators. Designer 
Maria José Quero, for example, describes herself 
as “passionate and daring” and says “a little bit 
of this madness is translated to the pieces. I like 

asymmetric pieces, to start pieces in one way but 
finish them in a different way. I also like movement; I 

want the pieces to have volume, to be alive.” 

Música Danza 
necklace in yellow 
gold with diamonds 
and smoky quartz

LUXE Feature ELLEJuly14.indd   66 6/14/14   2:12 AM



the house refers to its pieces as mini-sculptures. 
“It’s not only about inspiration. At the end, it’s 
about transforming the sketches and drawings 
into a 3D piece of jewellery, to bring it alive. Both 
the drawings and jewellery are like sculptures,” says 
Gómez. 

An important part of wearing and appreciating 
jewellery by Carrera y Carrera is understanding the 
inspiration and stories that build each collection – 
whether fairytales (in the Princesa collection), animals 
(in Bestiario or Peacock), nature (Sol y Sombra or 
Aqua) or Spanish traditions (Ruedo, inspired by 
matadors’ costumes), the design team conduct 
extensive research on selected themes before they even 
begin designing. 

“For example, for our Tesoros del Imperio 
collection, we went to the El Prado museum. We 
studied the paintings of the Spanish queens from the 
16th century and took inspiration from images of the 
embroidery, fabric, ruffles of the necklaces and cuffs to 
create jewels,” says Quero. Some collections – such as 
Palacios del Sur, inspired by the cities Seville, Córdoba 
and Granada in the south – take them travelling 
around Spain to study the smallest details and find 
inspiration. 

But the story doesn’t end at the sketches 
or the workshop; customers are also 
integral to the creative journey of each 
piece. Quero describes the women 
who wear her jewellery as “women 
of a strong character, confident, who 
really appreciate art and who feel 
comfortable wearing something 
huge and bold. They understand the 
inspiration behind the pieces and they 
want to be a part of the creative process. 
They know that they are wearing a piece of art.”

Each Carrera y Carrera piece tells a tale and evokes 
a great many passions. There is nothing shy or 
quiet about these pieces. The designers 
themselves claim, “When you see a 
Carrera y Carrera piece, you love it 
or you hate it. But you will never 
see a ‘flat’ piece; it will always 
bring out an emotion. Realise there 
is always a story behind it.” 

Tesoros del 
Imperio Isabel 
pendant 
in yellow 
and white 
gold with 
diamonds

Palacios del Sur 
Córdoba bracelet 
in yellow gold with 
diamonds 

Quero 
also points 

out that a strong 
artistic sensibility 

is very much part 
of being Spanish; the 

Roman, Jewish and Muslim 
influences that have 
passed through Spain 

have made it a nation of 
artisans, and it is natural 

for young people to pursue 
artistic vocations.

For Gómez, Madrid, home 
to Carrera y Carrera, is her greatest 

muse. Walking through the city 
photographing buildings and nature 

is an important part of her work and her designs 
are mostly influenced by the architecture and 
personality of Spain’s cities.

The use of gold is also a big part of Spain’s 
jewellery tradition. Explorers returned from the 
Americas with the precious metal in the 15th century 
and began the tradition of gold carving that has 
continued until this day. 

But Carrera y Carrera only became known for 
its gold work in the latter half of the 20th century. 
Though first established as a small jewellery house 
in Madrid in 1885 by Saturio Esteban Carrera, in 
its early days the house worked mainly with gems. 
It was only in 1965 that Saturio’s great-grandson, 
Manuel Carrera, opened his own workshop and the 
brand flourished into what it is now. Under Manuel’s 
visionary direction, the house specialised in gold 
craftsmanship and the use of an unusual matte gloss 
finish that has become a signature of the brand. 

So strong is their sense of heritage and tradition 
that some of the artisans who trained with Manuel 
are still with the house today, passing their 
knowledge to new generations. At the Carrera y 
Carrera workshop, the 40 in-house artisans maintain 
traditional techniques and continue to sculpt, solder, 

set and polish all their jewellery by 
hand. There are 

no machines 
or mass 
production. 

Because 
of the level 

of hand-
crafted detail, 

Carrera y Carrera 
artisans hand-

crafting a Circulos 
de Fuego dragon 

bracelet

Maria José 
Quero

Marisa 
Gómez 

Circulos de 
Fuego mini ring 
in yellow gold

Ecuestre earrings 
in yellow gold 
with amethysts 
and diamonds 

Seda Imperial 
Emperatriz necklace 
in yellow gold 
with diamonds
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