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The world’s leading Swiss watch 
fairs held plenty to attract female 

luxury watch lovers this year, 
writes Jamie Khoo

WATCH
AND 

WONDER

One of 
Baselworld 
2014’s highlights: 
the magnificent 
Hallucination 
watch from 
Graff Diamonds

It was a good year for the ladies at Salon 
International de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH) 
and Baselworld, the world’s two leading 
watch fairs, held annually in Switzerland. 
Many watch brands have started to place 
a stronger emphasis on ladies’ collections 

by offering larger and more versatile ranges 
which guarantee technological prowess as much as 
impeccable style.

Bulgari caught everyone’s eye at Baselworld 
when they revealed the Lvcea watch for women, 
which pays tribute to the sun-dial. The name is 
taken from a clever combination of the Italian and 
Latin words for light – luce and lux. 

As well as offering new collections just for 
women, houses such as Jaeger Le-Coultre and 
Cartier upped the ante by creating men’s watches 
so fine that they could very well be unisex. Even 
Richard Mille, more commonly known for their 
men’s sports watches, have turned their attention 
to a larger line of ladies’ watches this year, creating 
pieces that are elegant yet edgy. 

If you’re after something more artistic, you’ll 
want to check out the métier d’arts collections 
being offered this year. Just when you thought the 
miniature art on watch faces couldn’t get any more 
intricate, the artisans surprise us again. The star-
inspired pieces at Van Cleef & Arpels and Chanel’s 
floral motifs are particularly stunning. Also, as 
always, many brands have created exceptional haute 
joaillerie pieces, paved end-to-end with diamonds 
and with smatterings of precious stones. 

The feminisation of collections across the board 
can only mean a very bright future for women’s 
watches, and far more diverse options for our 
wrists. Take a look at some of our favourites from 
this year’s fairs, and lament the fact there aren’t 
enough hours in a day to wear them all. 

Lvcea 33mm 
watch in steel 
and pink gold, 
Bulgari

Ballon Blanc de Cartier 
watch in white gold 
with diamonds, Cartier
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Fine watchmaking 
techniques at  
Jaeger Le-Coultre 
(and inset) Twenty-4 Haute 

Joaillerie Aquatic 
Life watch in white 
gold with diamonds 
and sapphires, 
Patek Philippe

The new skinny
Just when you thought watches couldn’t get any 
thinner, Cartier, Piaget and Jaeger Le-Coultre prove 
it is possible, while continuing to maintain highly 
advanced watchmaking techniques.

For their Altiplano 38mm 900P watch, Piaget 
have merged a hand-wound calibre with its case to 
create what is now touted as the world’s thinnest 
mechanical watch at a mere 3.65mm. The house has 
also created an haute joaillerie edition of this same 
watch, which, even with 304 diamonds, cuts an 
impressively slender 5.65mm figure.

Over at Jaeger-LeCoultre, fine watchmaking 
techniques are also focused largely on creating 
super-skinny watches. The Master Ultra Thin and 
Master Ultra Thin 1907 might have been designed 
for men, but the slimness of the casing and the 
minimalist design make them very wearable for 
women too, particularly if you’re after something 
light, but sturdy and bold.

Ballon Blanc de 
Cartier extra-
flat watch in 
pink gold with 
alligator leather 
strap, Cartier 

Master Ultra Thin 
watch in pink  
gold with alligator 
leather strap, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre

Master Ultra Thin 1907 
watch in pink gold with 
alligator leather strap, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre

Piaget Altiplano 
38mm 900P watch 
in white gold with 
alligator leather strap, 
RM95,500, Piaget

The fairest in the land
Haute joaillerie watches aren’t a new thing, but every 
year a few exceptional pieces are unveiled that 
make us look twice. 

But first, a word must be said about Graff 
Diamonds’ Hallucination watch, whose sheer 
lavishness could make any grown woman squeal. 
At US$55million, it’s no surprise this was the most 
“It” of all It watches at Baselworld in 2014. 

Houses such as Audemars Piguet, Bulgari 
and Jaeger Le-Coultre have gone into their own 
diamond overdrive with heavily blinged-out 
editions worth admiring as much for their sheer 
wealth of diamonds as for their craftsmanship. 
Others, such as Dior and Patek Philippe, have 
chosen to mix things up with other precious 
gems, adding just the right tinge of colour amid 
the diamonds. Whatever you choose – whether a 
dazzling pure white watch or one popping with 
sapphires – these watches make a stunningly 
memorable statement.

J12 Tourbillon 
Volant watch 
in white gold 
with diamonds, 
Chanel

Dior VIII Grand Bal Reine des 
Neiges watch in white and 
pink gold with diamonds, opal, 
mother-of-pearl and yellow and 
pink sapphires, Dior 
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Crafting the Lady Arpels Zodiac 
watches at Van Cleef & Arpels
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The masters of arts
Métiers d’art watches are no longer a specialty of a select few houses. Cartier, 
Bedat & Co, Girard-Perregaux and Hermès all have gorgeous offerings and 
there’s a great deal of artistry seen everywhere. 

However, this year’s star is unquestionably Van Cleef & Arpel’s extensive 
artisanal collection. Crafted around the theme of Poetic Astronomy, the Lady 
Arpels Zodiac range, in particular, has us seeing stars. The watches come 
in green, blue, red or white to symbolise the four elements of earth, water, 
fire and air respectively, and use the impressive techniques of enamelling, 
marquetry and gem-setting to depict each zodiac sign.

We are also enamoured by Chanel’s stunning designs this year. The 
Mademoiselle Privé Coromandel Dial series uses Grand Feu enamelling to 

recreate scenes from beautiful Chinese legends, while the embroidery, 
engraving and maki-e lacquerwork techniques of the Camélia range 

exude a quiet but discreet elegance. With watches like these, you’ll be 
looking for any excuse to tell the time.
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Mademoiselle Privé Camélia 
Maki-e watch in yellow gold 
with yellow gold paillons, 
diamonds, lacquer, quail egg 
shells and satin strap, Chanel

887 watch in white gold 
with diamonds and 
emerald, Grand Feu enamel 
and satin strap, RM246,600, 
Bedat & Co

Cat’s Eye Bloom watch 
in steel with diamonds, 
mother-of-pearl and 
alligator leather strap, 
Girard-Perregaux at 
Sincere Fine Watches

Lady Arpels Zodiac 
Aries watch in white 
and yellow gold 
with white and 
yellow diamonds, 
mother-of-pearl, 
translucent enamel 
and alligator leather 
strap, RM377,000, 
Van Cleef & Arpels

Cat’s Eye Anniversary 
watch in white gold 
with diamonds, pink 
and red sapphires, 
mother-of-pearl and 
alligator leather strap, 
Girard-Perregaux at 
Sincere Fine Watches

Lady Arpels Zodiac Gemini watch 
in white gold with diamonds, 
mother-of-pearl, translucent 
enamel and alligator leather strap, 
RM377,000, Van Cleef & Arpels
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Chopard Happy Sport 
(and inset)
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RM 07-01 Skeletonised Ladies’ automatic 
watch in white ATZ ceramic with red gold 
caseband, Richard Mille

The bare-all
Skeleton faces are quite the rage this year, with 
lots of editions created not only to showcase the 
mechanical movement of the watch but also as 
a stylised form of artistry. 

Piaget steals the show with their Emperador 
Coussin Tourbillon Skeleton watch, which combines 
a skeletal structure with an ultra-thin build and 
diamond settings. 

For a chunkier piece, look to Richard Mille’s 
ghostly RM 07-01 watch, which works the 
skeletonised movement into a sportily futuristic yet 
elegant case in ceramic and gold.

These open-worked pieces turn engineering 
feats into a visual art while retaining all the 
elements of a tough, hard-wearing watch. They’re 
very pretty, but not so much that they’d be afraid 
to get their nails chipped.

Happy Sport Medium Automatic 
Joaillerie watches in white or 
rose gold with diamonds and 
emeralds, rubies or sapphires and 
alligator leather strap, Chopard

Oyster Perpetual 
Red Grape watch in 
stainless steel with 
white gold, Rolex

Big Bang Pop Art Steel 
Blue watch in satin-
finished polished steel 
with blue topazes, 
and alligator leather 
and rubber strap, 
RM86,400, Hublot

The palette pleaser
We’re glad to see watchmakers making bold 
colour choices this year. Even the more 
traditional houses are taking colourful 
gambles with vibrantly hued watch faces. 
For a gentle introduction to wearing 
colour on the wrist, we like the subtle 
shades on the faces of Rolex’s Oyster 
Perpetual watches. 

Turn it up a notch with 
Chopard’s Happy Sport watches 
in eyecatching yet sophisticated 
shades of red, blue and green, with 
coloured precious gems under the 
glass. The pieces offer a look that’s 
strong and memorable yet whimsical 
and delicate at the same time. 

But to really scream for attention, 
nobody’s done it quite like Hublot 
have with their Big Bang Pop Art 
collection for ladies in shocking 
neon blue, green, purple and 
fuschia – a great addition for those 
sportier days, for travel or simply 
for making heads turn.

Emperador Coussin 
Tourbillon Skeleton 
Exceptional Piece watch in 
white gold with diamonds 
and alligator leather strap, 
RM35,300, Piaget
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