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A fascinating display of Cartier’s most 
treasured jewels in Paris this year recalled the 
house’s most memorable creations. Jamie Khoo 

takes a closer look at four iconic designs.

The Panther of Cartier
Jeanne Toussaint, who became Cartier’s 
director of high jewellery in 1933, 
is perhaps best known for breathing life 
into the house’s panther emblem, which 
first came about when Louis Cartier, 
grandson of founder Louis-François 
Cartier, commissioned an illustration 
from artist George Barbier for an 
exhibition invitation card in 1914.

Two years later, Toussaint placed the 
panther motif on a delicate vanity case and, 
in 1948, turned it into a three-dimensional 
brooch set atop a cabochon emerald for 
Wallis, Duchess of Windsor. In 1949, Cartier 
created another panther brooch for her, 
this time paved entirely in precious stones 
and sitting on a huge 152.35-carat sapphire 
cabochon. Newspapers at the time called 
it the “atomic bomb of jewellery”.

Artist and designer Peter Lemarchand 
would further develop the panther, 
working with jewellers and setters to give 
the motif the naturalistic volume and 
movement that we recognise today.

Trinity ring
Another of Cartier’s ideas with timeless 
appeal, the Trinity ring was conceived 
as a modern ring that was effortlessly 
stylish, yet practical enough to be worn 
daily. The first ring was created in 1924 
by intertwining three bands in pink, 
white and yellow gold, representing 
love, friendship and fidelity, respectively.

The intertwining motif remains 
largely unchanged today but has 
evolved to incorporate other precious 
materials, such as pearls and diamonds, 
and has been adapted into bracelets, 
earrings and necklaces. 

Earlier this year, the best 
of Cartier was showcased 
during the largest 
exhibition in the maison’s 
history. Held at the majestic 
Grand Palais on Paris’s 

famed Champs-Elysées, Cartier in 20 
Iconic Pieces still only managed to bring 
just a tiny percentage of the house’s 
spectacular history out to play.

After being established in 1847 by 
Frenchman Louis-François Cartier, the 
house quickly rose to prominence as 
a jeweller for Europe’s monarchy and 
high society. Led by passionate, artistic 
visionaries, Cartier often stood on the cusp 
of new creative discoveries and dared to 
experiment with uncommon materials.

We offer a retrospective glimpse at 
four of the exhibition’s 20 iconic pieces, by 
tracing their beginnings and examining 
their contemporary incarnations.

The Tank 
Created at the height of World War I, the Tank wristwatch was inspired by its namesake 
armoured vehicle and personally designed by Louis Cartier. The first prototype was 
gifted to General John J Pershing and the style only became available to the public in 
1919. Its clean lines marked a shift away from the more elaborate designs of the day, 
making it a hit with both men and women. It has since seen countless offshoots, the 
most notable being the Tank Américaine, the Tank Française and the Tank Anglaise, in 
honour of the three main “temples” of Cartier in New York, Paris and London. 

1910
Elisabeth, the Queen of the 
Belgians, wore a platinum 
and diamond garland-style 
Cartier tiara in the modern 
fashion, as a bandeau 
across her forehead

1914
Tiara in platinum, with diamonds, 
pearls, onyx and black enamel, 
inspired by Russian kokoshnik tiaras 
and designed in an art deco style

1936
Cartier created this tiara in 
platinum, diamonds and 
carved turquoise for the 
Honorable Robert Henry 
Brand, prominent British 
banker and senior civil servant

1937
A tiara in platinum, 
diamonds and 
aquamarines, created in the 
year of King George VI’s 
coronation festivities

2011
First purchased in 1936 
by King George VI 
for his wife, Queen 
Elizabeth I, this Halo 
tiara was passed down 
across generations 
and was worn by the 
Duchess of Cambridge 
on her wedding day

1914
The original 
Woman with a 
Black Panther 
illustration 
by George 
Barbier for 
a Cartier 
exhibition 
invitation card

1948
The first Panther 
clip-brooch 
created for 
the Duchess 
of Windsor

1949
Panther brooch 
created for the 
Duchess of Windsor 
and working 
illustration

Panthère de 
Cartier ring 
in white gold 
with emeralds, 
black lacquer 
and diamonds

Panthère de 
Cartier earrings in 
yellow gold with 
tsavorite garnets 
and black lacquer

1919
A Tank 
wristwatch 
from 
the first 
collection

1925
An early 1925 model of 
the Tank Louis Cartier 
wristwatch and a later 
reinterpretation in 2012

1984
Actress 
Catherine 
Deneuve is 
a fan of the 
Tank watch

2012
Tank Anglaise 
watch in  
pink gold

Tank 
Américaine 
medium watch 
in white gold 
paved with 
diamonds

1924
The original 
Trinity ring 
gold created 
in the 1920s

Solitaire 
Trinity 
Ruban ring in 
platinum with 
diamonds

2009
Anna Hathaway, 
wearing Trinity 
Crash earrings at 
the Critics’ Choice 
Awards

Trinity Heart 
pendant with 
diamonds

Sweet Trinity 
earrings
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Tiaras
Always innovative, Cartier 
used platinum in tiaras at 
a time when most jewellers 
hadn’t started working with 
this precious metal, allowing 
for the creation of headpieces 
that were intricately detailed 
yet light. Cartier also dared 
to produce tiaras in styles that 
were quite unexpected for 
the time and were versatile 
enough to be worn not just as 
conventional headpieces, but 
also as hair clasps or bandeaus.

Queens from across 
Europe became fast fans and many pieces 
were commissioned, especially for royal 
figures such as Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother. In fact, the House 
of Windsor’s bond with Cartier is so 
strong that the Halo tiara she gave her 
daughter, now Queen Elizabeth II, on her 
18th birthday was worn by Catherine, 
Duchess of Cambridge, at her wedding to 
Prince William in 2011.

Princess Marie 
Bonaparte 
commissioned 
many jewels 
from Cartier 
for her 
wedding to 
Prince George 
of Greece and 
Denmark
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